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Desert Tortoise (Gopherus agassizii; also Xerobates agassizii)

· Species of concern (state and federal government)

· What is the difference between a turtle and a tortoise?

· In general, turtles live in or near the water and have adapted to swim by holding their breath underwater. Tortoises live primarily in arid regions, built for storing their own water supply and walking on sandy ground. http://www.sandiegozoo.org/animalbytes/t-turtle.html 

· Tortoises differ from other turtles in having cylindrical and elephantine hindlegs and short, broad, club-shaped feet. The genus Gopherus also has flattened forelimbs for digging. The adult desert tortoise can measure up to 14 inches (35.5 cm) in length; the hatchlings are only about 2 to 2¼ inches (5 to 6.5 cm) long. Like all turtles it is toothless; the large tongue helps push food back in the mouth. There are no visible ears.
· Desert tortoises are well-adapted to withstand the extended dry periods typical of deserts. Although they extract much of their water from the plants they eat, tortoises drink prodigiously from temporary rain pools. 

· Tortoises are generally active in times when water stress is reduced: early morning or evening.

· Desert tortoises are herbivores, although occasionally carrion, insects, rocks, bones, and soil are ingested. 

· The social behavior of tortoises is relatively straightforward—males fight all adult males and court all adult females they encounter. 

· Tortoises are long lived. Free-ranging adults live about 35 or 40 years and spend their lives within a few miles of where they hatch. Ages can be estimated using the annual rings on the epidermal scutes, although tortoises may not grow in especially severe years, and the rings are worn off in older animals. Few hatchlings survive to maturity except during a series of unusually wet years.

http://www.desertmuseum.org/books/nhsd_terrapene.php#tortoise 
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