Southwest River Otter (Lontra canadensis Sonora)
· Species of concern (state and federal government) http://www.nps.gov/grca/naturescience/mammals.htm 

· No one has seen a Southwestern river otter in the wild for more than three decades. None were observed in over 143 miles of river surveyed in 2000.
Beaver, River Otter, and Muskrat Inventory: Colorado River through the Grand Canyon prepared by Breck and Kellett (QH 96.8 .B5 B74 2000) GRCA Research Library

· Before reintroducing otters to Grand Canyon scientists want to do more surveys to see if any of the original otters remain.

· River otters weigh about 20 pounds and can measure four feet in length including their long tails, which are used for steering and propulsion. 
· Unlike their cousins the sea otters, which spend most of their time in water, river otters spend half their time on land and use rivers to hunt and travel. 
· On land, otters are clumsy, but in the water they move with the grace of dancers. 
· Long whiskers help them find prey in murky water, and river otters can hold their breath for five minutes.

http://www.nwf.org/News-and-Magazines/National-Wildlife/Animals/Archives/2003/Looking-for-the-Lost-River-Otters-of-the-Southwest.aspx 
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